Conspirac y Theory Is Further Deflated 


MEMPHIS (UPI) — A former police- 
man whose name has figured in conspir- 
acy theories in the assassination 10 
years ago of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
has stepped forward to apparently de- 
flate some of those theories. 

Ed Redditt, a patrolman April 4, 1968 
when King was struck by a sniper’s bul- 
let, gave recent anti -conspiracy testi- 
mony to the House Assassinations 
Committee, a Memphis television station 
reported last night. 

The black former officer confirmed to 


the committee that he was assigned to 
cover the Civil Rights leader, but in a 
surveillance role, not a security 
capacity. 

Redditt was reportedly taken from 
the detail about two hours before King 
was killed, leading conspiracy theorists 
to believe his removal was deliberate to 
ease the shooting of King. 

WMC-TV said in a copyrighted story 
that it learned of Redditt’s closed testi- 
mony March 22 in a confidential memo. 


^Galbreath Says Ray Deserves New Trial 


NASHVILLE (UPI) — Court of Ap- 
peals Judge Charles Galbreath yesterday 
criticized the state Supreme Court for 
its refusal to grant James Earl Ray a 
new trial in the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

“Sure he should get a new trial,” said 
Galbreath, shortly before his appearance 
yesterday before a legislative committee 
considering charges against him. 

•«jf he put a quarter in the slot ma- 
chine and hit the jackpot, he’d get the 
jackpot, wouldn’t he? And to me this is 
the same sort of thing.” 


He referred to a state law which he 
said should have automatically granted 
Ray a new trial because the trial judge 
in the case died in office while Ray’s 
appeal was pending. 

Ray is currently serving a 99-year 
sentence at Brushy Mountain State 
Prison. Criminal Court Judge J. Preston 
Battle imposed the sentence on March 
10. 1969, after Ray pleaded guilty to the 
King assassination. 

Ray subsequently recanted his guilty 
plea, but Battle died of a heart attack 
before ruling on a new trial motion. 


